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100 years of Pierburg and Kolbenschmidt

Milestones in the corporate history

1909–1920
	
March 15, 1909
Dr. Bernhard Pierburg establishes in Berlin Gebr. Pierburg oHG, a steel-trading ge-
neral partnership. The purpose of the business is trading in high-grade engineering 
steels and iron for auto, aircraft, and machinery parts and components.

April 1, 1910 
Formation of Deutsche Ölfeuerungswerke in Heilbronn/Neckar by Karl Schmidt, the 
son of Christian Schmidt, founder of NSU-Motorenwerke.

1917
Karl Schmidt purchases a 50,000 m2 industrial site in Neckarsulm to where he 
relocates Deutsche Ölfeuerungswerke. Set up is a plant for remelting aluminum 
alloys from scrap.

1919
Karl Schmidt is awarded a patent for his process for melting nonferrous metals 
under a salt layer in a rotary furnace, a process that in its adapted form is still being 
used in the aluminum industry, 

1920–1930

1920
Start-up of piston production at Deutsche Ölfeuerungswerke in Neckarsulm.

1921
The German State Ministry of Transport stages a competition for light-metal pi-
stons for the purpose of arriving at suitable light-metal alloys for the manufacture of 
pistons. Ölfeuerungswerke Karl Schmidt, Neckarsulm, submits as its candidate an 
aluminum-copper alloy piston cast in a steel-core permanent mold. Winning second 
and third place in the competition signifies official recognition of aluminum as a 
piston material. AlCu alloys remain industry standard for some time to come.

1922
Delivery to Deutz Motorenfabrik of the first large-bore piston built from a light-metal 
alloy (diameter 280 mm). In the years that follow, further engine manufactures such 
as MAN in Augsburg, switch over from gray cast iron to Kolbenschmidt’s aluminum 
pistons.
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1925
Gebr. Pierburg AG acquires Arthur Haendler & Co. GmbH and thus the contract in 
force since 1911 for the exclusive rights to market the Solex carburetor, developed in 
France in 1910, by Société Goudard & Mennesson in Levallois-Perret.

1927
Since 1924 majority shareholder of Karl Schmidt GmbH, Frankfurt-based Metallge-
sellschaft now becomes the sole owner of the company.

September, 17, 1928
The first of the Solex carburetors built by Pierburg and destined for Hanomag’s Kom-
missbrot (army loaf) is shipped out from the Berlin plant.

1930–1940

May 9, 1931
Establishment of Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft mbH.

August 1934
The formation of a piston-machining workshop in Neckarsulm; previously only piston 
blanks had been produced here.

1935
Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft starts producing fuel pumps and filters.

Karl Schmidt GmbH manufactures the first aluminum plain bearings.

1940–1950

May 28, 1942
Company founder Dr. Bernhard Pierburg dies in Berlin.

1945
The Karl Schmidt GmbH and Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft factories are badly 
damaged by the end of WWII and destined for dismantling.

July 1, 1947
Dr. Alfred Pierburg, son of the company founder B. Pierburg, establishes in Neuss 
Deutsche Vergaser-Gesellschaft mbH & Co. KG and sets up a production plant for 
Solex carburetors at the partly destroyed building of an old feed mill on Büdericher 
Strasse 15. 

1948
Development of a ring-belt piston for controlled heat expansion of the piston shaft 
under elevated operating temperatures.
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1950–1960

1953
The aluminum smelting plant invents a method for interlocking ingots for which it 
files a patent. This allows ingots of up to 1 tonne to be joined together and trans-
ported over extended distances without steel strapping.

1955
The first two-stage or progressive carburetor is produced at Deutsche Vergaser 
Gesellschaft in Neuss.

Karl Schmidt acquires from the British company Alumsac the license for low-pres-
sure casting. This permits even complex aluminum castings to be produced, for 
example the cylinder heads on a Porsche sports car.

August 16,  1955
Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft purchases a site on the Düsseldorfer Strasse in 
Neuss which is still in use.

1959
Production of 400-mm diameter pistons for a 12-cylinder engine with special ring 
carriers cast-in using the Alfin process. For the first time it is now possible to em-
ploy light-metal pistons in heavy-oil operation (high content of sulfur, ash, and 
vanadium pentoxide). Previously, this had led to a high rate of piston and piston 
ring wear. Piston resistance is further enhanced through intense cooling in the ring 
zone.	

1960–1970

1963
In the second quarter, the new plant of Karl Schmidt GmbH in St. Leon-Rot near 
Heidelberg is inaugurated as a plain bearings production facility.

1964
Karl Schmidt GmbH starts work on developing for the new rotary piston engine a 
piston built from aluminum and without interior cooling. 

1965
A patented salt-core process for casting cavities into large-bore aluminum pistons 
counteracts the high thermal loads encountered by diesel pistons.

1968
Formation of the Brazilian company KS Pistões Ltda. for manufacturing pistons in 
São Paulo.
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1969
Pierburg develops for the first time its own electric fuel pump for cars to join the 
existing mechanical pump product range.

January 1, 1969
Karl Schmidt GmbH acquires Höveler & Dieckhaus, Papenburg, a plain bearings 
manufacturer founded back in 1888.

1969
Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft, commissions in Neuss the most modern and big-
gest R&D facility of its kind in Europe, with highly sophisticated testing and measu-
ring equipment, engine test rigs, flow benches, climate chambers and roller dyna-
mometers for its current R&D projects in the area of fuel consumption reduction.

1970–1980

1970
Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft, Neuss, starts developing its first exhaust gas 
recirculation valve. 

Kolbenschmidt prototypes a piston assembled from a steel top section and a cast 
aluminum lower section (520 mm in diameter).

1971
Acquisition of the license for, and first-time European production of, monolithic 
aluminum engine blocks.

1972
Pierburg launches its fourfold downdraft two-stage carburetor.

August 13–21, 1973
In an unofficial strike, the women workers, mostly foreign at A. Pierburg Autoge-
rätebau KG (APG), engaged in assembling carburetors and gasoline fuel pumps at 
the Neuss plant, succeed in obtaining higher hourly wages and in the abolition of 
the Light Wage Category 2.

1975
Pierburg acquires the Nettetal plant.

April 3, 1975
Following the death of Alfred Pierburg the company is now run by his son Jürgen 
Pierburg.

1978
Kolbenschmidt establishes a production plant in Marinette, WI, in the northern part 
of the USA. Today, this is one of the biggest piston factories of an auto component 
supplier worldwide.
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Pierburg adopts a new organizational structure. Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft 
and the other group companies combine to form Pierburg GmbH & Co. KG.

1980–1990

1984
Karl Schmidt GmbH is transformed into a stock corporation under the name of 
Kolbenschmidt AG.

The Plain Bearings division is spun off and contributed to the newly established KS 
Gleitlager GmbH.

1986
Kolbenschmidt launches into series production an articulating-shaft piston for com-
mercial vehicle engines.

January 1, 1986
Rheinmetall Berlin AG acquires from the Pierburg family an 80-percent interest in 
Pierburg GmbH & Co. KG and Deutsche Vergaser Gesellschaft mbH & Co. KG in 
Berlin.

1989
Kolbenschmidt acquires the French company Société Mosellane de Mécanique, a 
manufacturer of pistons, oil and water pumps based in Thionville

June 1989
The Environment Ministers of the 12 EC member states resolve that starting from 
1993 all new cars registered in the EC will have to feature a controlled three-way 
catalytic converter and hence, as a rule, electronic fuel injection. This foreshadows 
the end of carburetor production.

1990–2000

1990
Pierburg starts developing and producing intake manifolds.

1991
The Aluminum Castings division is spun off from Kolbenschmidt AG and contribut-
ed to the new KS Aluminium-Technologie AG,

1991
KS Bearings in Greensburg, IN, USA, starts up production of plain bearings.

1992
Pierburg acquires the former VEM Elektrokleinmotoren- und Gerätewerk in Hartha, 
Saxony.
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1993
Start-up of series production of a newly developed electric fuel pump. The project 
is one of the biggest individual capital expenditure projects in the history of Pier-
burg.

September 1993
Start-up of series production of the air mass sensor for reducing emissions and fuel 
consumption.

1995
Kolbenschmidt acquires a majority stake in Metal A.S. in Ústí nad Labem, a long-
established pistons manufacturer in the Czech Republic.

October 1995
The Hartha plant sees series production start-up of electric water circulation 
pumps—even nowadays successful products sourced from this Saxon location. 

1996
Development of what is still the world’s biggest four-stroke piston with a diameter 
of 640 mm and consisting of a cast lower section and a steel forging for the top 
section (rating: 2,000 kW per cylinder, use: container ship engines).
 
1997 
Together with SAIC Shanghai Automotive Industry Corporation, one of China’s 
biggest auto manufacturers, Kolbenschmidt sets up a joint venture under the name 
of KSSP Kolbenschmidt Shanghai Pistons.

March 5, 1997
Rheinmetall acquires a majority stake in Kolbenschmidt AG.

January 1, 1998
Kolbenschmidt and Pierburg merge to form Kolbenschmidt Pierburg AG.

1998
Following the Neckarsulm-based parent plant, the setting-up of a second large-
bore piston facility at Marinette, WI, USA, where small-bore pistons are already in 
production.

2000–2009

2000
With the formation of Motor Service International GmbH, the Group’s aftermarket 
businesses are united.
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2001 
Formation of KPSNC Kolbenschmidt Pierburg Shanghai Nonferrous Components, 
a second joint venture with SAIC at the Shanghai location, for the production of 
castings including cylinder heads and air intake modules.
2003
Kolbenschmidt moves further into Japan by taking over Mazda’s Microtechno pi-
stons plant in Hiroshima, a company formed in 1972.

2004
World premiere of Pierburg’s electrically driven coolant pump for BMW 6-cylinder 
engines.

Series launch of pistons with variable cross-section coolant passages.

2005
Pierburg begins producing actuators, secondary-air pumps and exhaust gas flaps 
at Ústí in the Czech Republic.

Motor Service moves into a new logistics center in Neuenstadt.

Development of monobloc steel pistons with cooling for high-duty work in commer-
cial vehicle engines.

With its aluminum module for cooled exhaust gas recirculation, a product innovati-
on for diesel vehicles is developed which will provide the conditions to achieve futu-
re emission standards and is remarkable for outstanding long-term coolant effect.

2006
KS Kolben acquires the OEM pistons business of the Mexican company Pistones 
Moresa in Celaya.

Pierburg sets up Pierburg India Private Limited at Pune, India.

Kolbenschmidt Pierburg AG moves its headquarters from Düsseldorf to Neckar-
sulm.

2007
KS Aluminium-Technologie moves into a new factory at its Neckarsulm location for 
the net machining of engine blocks.

The Kolbenschmidt Pierburg Group opens at Nova Odessa in Brazil a plant for 
manufacturing pistons for the aftermarket. In this case, KS Kolbenschmidt is produ-
cing exclusively for its Motor Service division which is in charge of the aftermarket 
business within the Group.
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Following the complete takeover by Rheinmetall of all outstanding shares in Kol-
benschmidt Pierburg AG, Kolbenschmidt Pierburg AG is no longer listed on the 
stock exchange.

2008
The Pumps product group is now run as a company in its own right under the name 
of Pierburg Pump Technology.

On completion of the newly constructed office building and another extension of the 
warehouse and shipping capacities, the Motor Service division moves its head-
quarters to Neuenstadt a. Kocher, close to Neckarsulm.

2009
Pierburg’s newly built Indian plant in Takwe, near Pune, begins manufacturing ex-
haust gas recirculating valves for the local market.


